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Westchester Congregational Church

He is not here, for He has risen! M ark 26:8
THE CORNERSTONE of any church is the faith of the people who worship there. Our newsletter
will be a Cornerstone of our congregation by opening up communication between all of us.
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The Pastor’s Page

Pastor Ron and Kristy

Who would ever want to take a class entitled “At the Edge of Empire: Christians of the Middle East”? As I perused the list
of Monday night on-campus offerings at Hartford Seminary this seemed my only choice. I met the requirements for
church history several years ago. My first seminary Professor was Cuban and we attended classes in an office building in
a downtown Miami, Florida office building. We met in the balmy, tropical early afternoons. He was sure to bring a
frothing pitcher of high powered, sugary café Cubano to keep us awake as we studied church history.
Studying church history the past three months from 6:30 to 9:30 PM has moved my last cup of coffee later in the
afternoon as I remembered my early church history studies. But thankfully, this course has been anything but a drawn out
review of church history peppered with all its scandals, persecutions and constant reformations.
I won’t go into this deep and often dark subject of church history and send you running for a cup of coffee as you read this
article. What I will pass on, is an essay question on my mid-term. It asked about Orthodoxy, do we think there is a place
for orthodoxy in the modern church, in light of our post-modern and post-Christian world. I won’t tackle all that I wrote in
this article that might send you looking for some dark roast Java. What I will say is that “the Congregational Way” meets
orthodoxy head on.
What do I mean by this? Our Congregational ancestors ran up against what we call in theology “Empiricism” the tendency
of the church to embrace empire, nation, state and forms of government. The result is usually orthodoxy, structure, control
of theology, and hierarchical church structures of clergy and often government. The churches that existed outside of the
empires throughout history have survived and managed better relations with diverse peoples with a more fluid theology
than the rigid and orthodox western versions.
One of the things most often controlled in Western churches is its theology. Theology is often viewed as only what clergy
study, and only what the minister understands. But, simply put, theology is the study of God. We ask about the nature of
God. The congregational way says that we are all capable of “doing theology” and to this I applaud. My theology degree
gives me no “leg up” or special channel to understanding God any more than anyone else.
This is why you will see no theological “tomes” to make sure theology is the same in every church and its members
(orthodoxy). We should not have a theological statement from the pulpit each week that comes with absolutes. I believe in
the congregational way that empowers you. I prefer a message that gives you choices, and allows you to wrestle with your
own theology. We have no set of beliefs or scriptural pledges we ask you to sign. We don’t tell you to take this or leave it.
I offer no adherence to literalistic views of the Bible and it’s polar opposite. We are all capable of doing theology and
most importantly living theology, even when we might disagree. This is called orthopraxy.
As we prepare for the wondrous weeks of the conclusion of lent and the move into the Easter celebration of the work of
the Christ. I pray that you find the freedom and liberty to discover what the Congregational Way means to your life as we
practice this learning experience we call life together. We live as a community with different ideas, but anchored in
Christ’s love.
I would love to have a hot cup of just about anything with you and listen to your theology, call me anytime at
239-250-6266. RON
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CAROLYN SCHAEFER PRAYER SHAWL
MINISTRY
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry has been renamed the
Carolyn Schaefer Prayer Shawl Ministry in honor of the
dozens of prayer shawls Carolyn lovingly created for us
and her years of service in our church, especially her
beautiful soprano voice in the choir.
The prayer shawl ministry is ongoing for those in need of
comfort. Please let a Deacon know if someone is in need
of a prayer shawl. Knitters and crocheters are always
welcome to provide us with more shawls.

Information for the MAY 2017
CORNERSTONE
is due by April 25, 2017
email to:
slademaryjane@gmail.com

MEETINGS & GET-TOGETHERS
PRUDENTIAL MEETING
WCC’s next Prudential Meeting is scheduled
For APRIL 9, 2017, after church.

NOTES FROM THE TREASURER
Please feel free to contact Treasurer Jeanne
Wickham at Jeannewickham@sbcglobal.net with
any questions and/or concerns. If you are unable to
attend church, please send your pledge or any
special donations you would like to make to Jeanne
at 12 Woodbine Road, Colchester, CT. For your
convenience, envelopes for church donations are
available in the foyer.

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP
Meets third Saturday at 8:00 am
April 15, 2017 at
Diane’s Restaurant
Route 16
THE LADIES LUNCH BUNCH
Meets the first Thursday at 12:00 pm
April 6, 2017
Rossini’s
East Hampton
See signup sheet on bulletin board

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
1 Gerrie Dawson
11 Donna Wolverton
17 Richard Wolverton
25 Alice Csere
27 Bethany Harris

RETURNABLE CANS & BOTTLES

28 Jean Pinson

Please donate your returnable cans and bottles to
WCC – you can drop them off in the bin outside.
Over $150 per year has been raised.
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A Garden of Angels in Raymond Park

WOUNDED WARRIOR PROJECT
Sponsor for the month of
APRIL
Is
Tana Handwerk
In Memory of

This is just a reminder that you can order steppingstones for the Memory Garden in Raymond Park.
This park was designed for meditation and
remembrance for parents and families who have
lost a child. The cost to do so is $25.00. To order a
stone, please contact Evelyn Taggart at
mouset1@comcast.net or pick up an order form at
church.

Kerwin Spangler, US Navy
------If you would like to sponsor the Wounded Warrior
Project for a month in honor of or in memory of
someone, please contact Patti Backes of the
Outreach Committee at brandsam@comcast.net
A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board as well.
Sponsorships are $19.00; payable to WCC.
WCC will forward sponsorship monies to the
Wounded Warrior Project.
Mission:
The mission of Wounded Warrior Project® is to
honor and empower wounded warriors.
Purpose:
To raise awareness and to enlist the public’s aid for
the needs of injured service members, to help
injured servicemen and women aid and assist each
other, and to provide unique, direct programs and
services to meet their needs.
History: Wounded Warrior Native American
Proverb Project (WWP) began when several veterans
and friends, moved by stories of the first wounded
service members returning home from Afghanistan and
Iraq, took action to help others in need. What started as
a program to provide comfort items to wounded service
members has grown into a complete rehabilitative effort
to assist warriors as they recover and transition back to
civilian life. Thousands of wounded warriors and
caregivers receive support each year through WWP
programs designed to nurture the mind and body, and
encourage economic empowerment.

Visit www.woundedwarriorproject.org for more
information.

WEEKLY FLOWERS
Every week beautiful flowers grace the front of the church.
The flowers are provided by the members of the Flower
Committee on a rotating basis at their own expense. Some
are from our flower committee members’ gardens, some
are on their way to a birthday party. If you would like to
purchase flowers and bring them to church in honor or in
memory of someone’s birthday or other special date,
please let Betty Ous know the date you would like. If you
give notice to Pastor Ron by Friday, a little write up will be
in the Bulletin

COMMUNITY LUNCH
The Colchester Community Lunch Program
continues to operate and grow. Volunteers are
always welcome (women and MEN). Our church
provides and prepares the meal every Friday. We
start at 11:15 a.m. and are finished shortly after
1:00 p.m. Donations of non-perishable food items,
paper goods and cash help defray the cost of the
meal. For more information contact Evelyn at (860537-1919) Sandy (869-537-9367 or Jane (860-2670783).

Isn't it appropriate that the month of the tax
begins with April Fool's Day and ends with cries
of "May Day!"?
- Anonymous
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

FUNDRAISERS FOR 2017

NEEDING PRAYERS

The Fundraising Committee has provided a
tentative schedule for events. One member of the
Committee will be a co-chair for each event. The
other co-chair will be a member of the congregation.
These fundraisers are a necessary part of the church
community and volunteers make it happen. Please
see Kelly Ouellette, Evelyn Taggart or Judy
Ladegard if there is an event you would like to help
with. There will be signup sheets for workers but
they would like to have their co-chairs in place for
planning purposes, if there are no co-chairs the
event will be cancelled. Dates are subject to change.

Olivia B., Daena P., Fred P., Wanda V., Ethel D.,
Norm B., Bill C., the family of Ben H.; Frank M.,
Laura W., Jake S., Nolan L., Cindy A., Deb D.,
Dennis T., Noah S., Matt T., Emerson P., Peter F.,
Mindy F., Jill and family, Kyle and family, Gene
S., Mary F., Lou F., Lura R., Rose V., Ralph V.,
Jack W., Nick T., the family of Russell B. and,
Those who struggle with addiction, the men and
women in the Armed Services and in law
enforcement.

****

*APRIL 29
May
13
June
24
July
22
September 23
October 21
November 4
November 7

TAG SALE*
Breakfast
Tag Sale
Chicken BBQ
Tag Sale
Turkey Dinner
Snowflake Bazaar
Election Day Bake Sale

GOODSHOP and GOODSEARCH
Shopping On Line? Our easiest and most
underused fundraising opportunity is
waiting for you!
In the last several
years years we have only raised about $715.
Go to Goodsearch.com, type in "Westchester
Congregational Church" where it says "choose
your cause" and access many store websites
through Goodsearch and Goodshop. You can
sign up so that the amount you have raised will
show up each time you use Goodsearch.
There's also Gooddining-register debit or credit
cards you use at participating restaurants and
a % goes to WCC. Use Goodsearch as a
search engine and WCC gets .01 every time.
****

Fresh ideas for fundraisers are more than welcome.
Please see Evelyn, Judy or Kelly to share your
ideas. You are also welcome to any meetings.
*Tag Sale items are welcome anytime, please
drop them off in the church foyer or outside the
entrance to Canney Hall. Clean, working items,
please.
****
NEITHER I, NOR MY, NOR ME!
You cannot say the Lord’s prayer,
And even once say “I”
You cannot pray the Lord’s prayer,
And even once say “My”
Nor can you pray the Lord’s prayer,
And not pray for another,
For when you ask for daily bread,
You must include your brother!
For others are included in each and every plea
From the beginning to the end of it,
It does not once say “Me”!
Submitted by Betty Ous from’ Favorite Radio Poems’
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MARKETING COMMITTEE NEWS

THE BREAD FESTIVAL IS COMING!!

The Marketing Committee held their first meeting
on Sunday, Feb. 5 and discussed various ways to
market events at our church. Among the things
considered were ideas to tie outreach opportunities
to marketing, new signage for events, more
coverage in the papers, etc. We also would like to
be able to coordinate marketing with all upcoming
events in the church.

On Palm Sunday, April 9, we will be having our
second Bread Festival during coffee hour after
church. We are asking anyone and everyone to
bake their favorite bread…quick breads, sweet
breads, yeast breads, savory breads, donuts, any
bread you’d like to share with the rest of the
congregation. If it’s an old family recipe and you
would like to share that history, please feel free
to write it on a notecard that will be placed next
to your offering.

Therefore, we would like to invite all groups within
the church to alert us in a timely manner when they
will be holding any events related to their
committee or the church, so that we may market
these events effectively and thoroughly. All events,
whether for fundraising or fellowship, once brought
to our attention, will be announced and marketed.
Monthly meetings will take place on the first
Sunday of each month, either before or after church,
and anyone who would like to attend is welcome.
New ideas are always appreciated and will be
considered carefully in order to be able to draw
interest in the church events.
You may contact any of the members with ideas or
thoughts regarding marketing. We look forward to
hearing from you.
Thank you,
Alice Csere 860-537-4013
Rachel Stanczuk 407-701-4986
Judy Ladegard 860-537-3349
****
MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
There are several mission opportunities for those
who would like to volunteer.
1. Covenant Food Kitchen and meal service
See Tana Handwerk
2. Habitat for Humanity
See Pastor Ron or Grant Stanczuk
3. Colchester Elementary School Reading Program
See Frank Poulaf
4. Community Lunch Program
See Evelyn Taggart

There is a sign-up sheet located on the bulletin
board in the upstairs foyer. Please take a
moment to sign-up for this very tasty fellowship
event. More details will follow as we get closer
to Palm Sunday…so stay tuned!
Judy Ladegard is the contact person for the
festival and would be happy to answer any
questions you may have. Please see her before or
after church or call: 860-537-3349 or e-mail
her at richardladegard@att.net.
This is a lovely and delicious way to remind us
that Jesus is the Bread of Life especially
during this Lenten season!

****
BIBLE STUDY
Bible Study on the Gospel of Matthew will continue
on Thursday evenings from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm. All
are welcome. Meet in Canney Hall. Lessons can be
viewed on google docs. See Pastor Ron to view the
lessons and videos.
****
To every thing there is a season and a time to every
purpose under the heaven. A time to be born, a time to
die; a time to plant and a time to pluck that which is
planted. He has made everything beautiful in its time.
- Ecclesiastes 3 – 1,2 and 11
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EASTER CANTATA

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE NEWS

“Sacrifice of Glory”

The Stewardship Committee would like to give
a shout out and thank the Marketing
Committee for sponsoring coffee hour after
church on April 30. Please stop by and enjoy
some tasty snacks and fellowship. The
marketing members are Judy Ladegard, Alice
Csere, and Rachel Stanczuk. They will be
happy to answer any questions that you may
have about their Committee at that time.

by Jim Ouellette

Our Wonderful Choir and Organist

If your group or Committee would like to
sponsor a coffee hour, please let one of the
Stewardship Committee members know.
Stewardship Committee:
John Wright, Sr.
Tana Handwerk
Karen Snell

****
UPCOMING EVENTS
Coffee and Conversation with the Pastor –
Ron will hold a little coffee time at the church
on the first and third Thursdays from 4:30 pm
until 5:30 pm. in Canney Hall. Talk about the
weather, something bothering you, need help
or just get to know him.
Pastor Ron as Peter
****
Life is like a camera,
just focus on what’s important,
capture the good times,
develop from the negatives
and if things don’t work out,
just take another shot!

Easter Egg Hunt April 8, 2017 – 9:30 am
Palm Sunday April 9, 2017
Maundy Thursday Service April 13, 7:00 pm
Easter Sunday April 16, 2017 - Sunrise
Service at 7:00 am
Regular Service 10:00 am.
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BOY SCOUT NEWS

Cub Scout Pack 109 recently held its March Pack meeting on St. Patrick's Day at the Westchester Congregational
Church in Colchester. Wolf Scout Gabe Denecour earned his Bobcat Badge. The following scouts earned belt loops and
electives: Earning Your Stripes Belt Loop - Rocco Cusano, Hunter Locke, Harrison Winicki; Council Fire Adventure:
Cody Friberg, Ian Sanders, William Ven Zilen; Running with the Pack Adventure: Denny Carabillo; Baloo the Builder
Adventure: Michael Krol, Zander Nantz, Marc Nettleton, Alexei Potter, Aiden Raulukaitis; Looking Back, Looking Forward
Adventure: Dominic Cusano, Nicholas Gupta, Theodore Gupta, Benjamin Winicki. The scouts also played "National
Treasures the Game Show. Upcoming events include the Blue and Gold Banquet on April 2, April Pack Hike at
Buckingham Reservoir in Glastonbury on April 15 and our spring family campout at Hurd Park in May. For more
information about Pack 109, visit pack109ct.org.
Caption for first photo: Pack 109 Cubmaster Kevin Winicki (dressed for St.Patrick's Day), Marc Nettleton, and Ken
Denecour recite the Scout Oath with Gabe Denecour, who was awarded his Bobcat Badge at the recent Pack Meeting.
Caption for second photo: Pack 109 Tiger Scout Rocco Cusano and Wolf Scout Gabe Denecour place the picture of the
Jefferson Memorial on the map of the United States during the National Treasures Game at their March Pack Meeting.

Yes, the Boy Scouts of America have the Home Repairs
Merit Badge, and Troop 109 of Colchester has been
working on it recently. In this picture, Troop 109 members
Andrew Gatesman, Sean McCormick, and Matt Lattman
are constructing a set of stairs. For more info about Troop
109 visit troop109ct.org.
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A LETTER ABOUT THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE
I would like to write a little bit about the church’s Prudential Committee. It is the duty of
this committee to maintain a general oversight of the programs and interests of the church,
including charge of the properties, buildings, salaries, monitoring committees for budgeted
and non-budgeted expenses, contracts, and business affairs of the church. As you can see,
there is a lot of responsibility and commitment involved with this committee. That is why
it is imperative to have a full committee meeting to make sure the operations of the church
church run smoothly.
The committee is made up of three Prudential members, the minister, and the chairpeople
from 11 committees. While non-members may serve on any committee, only a church
member can be the chair of that committee. A member is one who has participated in a
ceremony requiring profession of faith, baptism or evidence of previous baptism, and
acceptance of the Church Covenant. I went through this service 38 years ago when I
became a member. It was an easy process and one that I have never regretted. Because
of my choice to join, I have experienced unparalleled growth in my spiritual life, made
friendships with people whom I now love and consider life-long friends. I have been able
to help people in our community by working through the Outreach Committee and helping
the church grow and run smoothly by participating in fund raisers. We are a family here,
and I consider myself part of that family.This is my home. We have a membership Sunday
coming up, and if you would like to join, see Pastor Ron.
Our by-laws state that each chairperson of a committee must attend Prudential meetings.
This is an important way for all members of the church to have a say and a vote in the
decisions made by this governing body. If a chairperson cannot attend a meeting, he or she
needs to appoint someone else to attend in their place to represent that committee and vote
on any business. These meetings are open to anyone in the church who wishes to attend.
However, only church members are allowed to vote.We need a quorum for attendance in order
for any voting to take place.
In conclusion, I would like to thank those of you who have ever volunteered to serve on a chair
a committee. Your willingness to serve has contributed to the over-all good health of our church
over the years and that feeling of family and fellowship when we work together to achieve a
certain goal. If you have not served in the past, please take a look at our different committees
to find one that interests you. Each committee, with its members and their phone numbers, are
listed every month in The Cornerstone. Any one of them would be glad to answer questions
that you may have or give you information about that committee.
Thank you,
Tana Handwerk
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APRIL
2017
Sunday

Westchester
Congregational Church
Calendar

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
7pm
Pack 109 Committee
Mtg

2
10:00am
Sunday Morning
Worship & Sunday
School

3
6:30 pm
Girl Scout Troop
63308 ?

4
6:30-9pmTroop 109

5

6

9:00 am
Quilting Group

7am-5pm
Kitchen Rented

7:30 pm Al-anon

Ladies’ Lunch
Bunch

Noon-5pm
Blue/Gold Banquet

7
8 p.m.
AA Meeting

8
Morning
Easter Egg Hunt

4:30-5:30 Coffee
w/Ron

6-7:30pm
Youth Group

6-7 p.m.
Bible Study
7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

9
10:00am
Sunday Morning
Worship & Sunday
School

10
6:30 pm
Troop 109
Committee Mtg.

11
6:30-9pmTroop 109

12

13

14

15

9:00 am
Quilting Group

7am-5pm
Kitchen Rented

8 p.m.
AA Meeting

8:00 am Men’s
Breakfast Bunch

7:30 pm Al-anon

7pm
Maundy Thursday
Service

8pm
Prayer Watch
Ends

2-6 pm
Private Party

Bread Festival
(during coffee hour)

8pm
24-hour Prayer
Watch Begins

16
7:00 a.m. Sunrise

Easter Service &
Deacons’
Breakfast

17

18
6:30-9pmTroop 109

6:30 pm
Girl Scout Troop
63308 ?

19

20

21

9:00 am
Quilting Group

7am-5pm
Kitchen Rented

6:30 pm
Pack 109 Mtg.

7:30 pm Al-anon

4:30-5:30 Coffee
w/Ron

8 p.m.
AA Meeting
(Upstairs)

10:00am
Sunday Morning
Worship

22

6-7 p.m.
Bible Study

EASTER
SUNDAY

7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal

23
10:00am
Sunday Morning
Worship & Sunday
School

30
10:00am
Sunday Morning
Worship & Sunday
School

24

25

Tag Sale Setup

6:30-9pmTroop 109

Tag Sale Setup

26
9:00 am
Quilting Group

Tag Sale Setup
7:30 pm Al-anon
(Upstairs)

27
7am-5pm
Kitchen Rented

Tag Sale Setup
4:30-5:30 Coffee
w/Ron

28
8 p.m.
AA Meeting
(upstairs)

29
9am-1pm
Tag Sale

Tag Sale Setup

6-7 p.m.
Bible Study
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal

*Church hall/sanctuary availability subject to change. Check with Carol Tiziani for latest information.
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WESTCHESTER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
95 CEMETERY ROAD
COLCHESTER, CT 06415

APRIL 2, 2017
10:00 A.M. Service
Communion Sunday
10:00 A.M. Sunday School

APRIL 9, 2017
10:00 A.M. Service
10:00 A.M. Sunday School
Prudential Meeting
PALM SUNDAY

APRIL 16, 2017
10:00 A.M. Service
10:00 A.M. Sunday School
EASTER SUNDAY

APRIL 23, 2017
10:00 A.M. Service
10:00 A.M. Sunday School

APRIL 30, 2017
10:00 A.M. Service
10:00 A.M. Sunday School

Join us for coffee every Sunday after church.
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